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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



November 



If only we who are arrayed against the things for which 
Germany has stood, retain our idealisms efficiently and 
effectively until the peculiar brand of German "welt- 
geist" is no more, if though Germany destroyed Louvain 
we spare Cologne, if though the Teutons have depopu- 
lated innocent sections of France and of Belgium we, 
with full power to destroy, spare women and children to 
the east of the Ehine, if though Germany has passed the 
destroying hand of might over factory, farm and village, 
we, supreme, insist upon law and order and justice, if 
following the red breath of war we go about the business 
of a constructive recreation, Germany punished and 
genuinely penitent, we shall then in very truth have 
wrought pour la victoire integrate. We believe that the 
brave, anxious American fathers and mothers of the two 
million boys now over there may serenely await such a 
victory, for of such is the light which the free nations 
have set before their eyes. 



DEMOCRACY APPLIED 

Probably no fighting men in the history of warfare 
have been so well-looked after as the present Ameri- 
can forces at home and abroad. Never before have such 
antidotes for homesickness, loneliness and depression 
been furnished to military representatives of a nation. 
The club centers, athletic events, theatricals, the "touch 
of real home," all have gone a long way toward making 
a most unnatural environment both normal and whole- 
some. But it must not be overlooked that one of the 
most significant results of the war is the fact that Prot- 
estant and Catholic, Jew and Gentile, can, when faced 
with a real situation, work in friendliest co-operation. 
The realization that the seven organizations indicated 
below are getting together is most encouraging to every 
believer in applied democracy. It needed only the sug- 
gestion of the President that they "unite their forth- 
coming appeals for funds" to precipitate the spirit of 
co-operative humanity which we should have known 
dwells in the heart of the nation. Most divergent inter- 
ests have become one in this the biggest drive for funds 
ever before attempted. Eacial, religious and sectarian 
points of view are here merged into the one big resolution 
to serve. The result is that there is no hut, club house 
or headquarters maintained by any one of these seven 
organizations at which every man wearing an Allied 
uniform is not welcome. Nobody asks him his denomi- 
nation — there is a hearty welcome for him irrespective 
of his religious belief, his race or his social standing. 

These seven agencies will combine during the week 
of November 11 for a War Fund Campaign to raise 
$170,500,000. The budget for each of the organizations 
has been approved by the War Department. All the 



money raised will be divided pro rata according to the 
percentage each of the seven budgets represents. The 
"Drive" has government sanction. The organizations 
for which the fund is to be raised and their budgets fol- 
low: 

Young Men's Christian Association $100,000,000 

Young Women's Christian Association 15,000,000 

National Catholic War Council (including 
work of the Knights of Columbus and 

special war activities for women) 30,000,000 

Jewish Welfare Board 3,500,000 

War Camp Community Service 15,000,000 

American Library Association 3,500,000 

Salvation Army 3,500,000 

Total . , $170,500,000 



JUSTICE BEGINS AT HOME 

AT a time when the American people are going forth 
to promote justice among the nations every evi- 
dence of injustice at home arouses a fear for the future 
of the nation's purpose. The Advocate of Peace has re- 
frained from entering into debates about such matters 
as freedom of speech, conscientious objectors, the liberty 
of the press, and the like, partly because such things 
have no place in time of war, but primarily because of a 
fear that the chief immediate job of winning the war 
might possibly be embarrassed thereby. Partially for 
the same reasons but largely because of a distaste for 
scolding and a feeling of shame at the behavior of 
some of our fellows, we have watched the growing 
opposition to the teaching of the German language 
in our public schools thus far without comment. But 
the persecution of the German language has now 
reached to the open persecution of officials, including a 
government official. Three reasons lead us now to 
speak : one, that the opposition to the teaching of Ger- 
man in our educational institutions is without founda- 
tion in reason; two, that it is due to a peculiarly Ameri- 
can mental strabismus ; and, three, that the criticism in 
this matter of the United States Commissioner of Edu- 
cation is wholly unjust. 

We believe that the language of instruction in all our 
schools of whatever grade should be the English lan- 
guage, and that all students unable to use the English 
language should be taught it as efficiently and rapidly 
as possible. We believe this because the students of our 
schools will naturally find it difficult to understand the 
spirit of our institutions without the ability to read and 
converse in our common tongue. We believe further that 
with the demands upon our elementary schools as they 
are that there is no room in the lower grades for instruc- 
tion in any foreign language which could be worth while. 



